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Message from the President

by Sarah DelLong-Duhon

Springisfindly
herel The
wildflowersare
beginningto pop
andeverything's
lookingalittle
greener. This
year weaready
had our first
foray onMarch
10th, andwhileit
wastoo early for
morel swefound scarlet cups, jellies, polyporesand more!
Winter and early springisagood timeto investigatelichens
and crust fungi —there'sreally alot morediversity than
you' d expect, and it’sagreat excuseto get somesunlight.

| wishyoual anexcellent morel harvest! ¥~

Early Spring Beauties
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From the Editor

by Dave Layton

Thethemeof thisissueisattraction. | figured that this
themewould be broad enough so that people could write
about nearly anything relating to fungi and it wouldfit, so
wehavefour very different articlesfocused ontaxonomy,
beauty, ethnomycol ogy and flavour. Sureenough, they all
fitthethemeinfour very different ways.

In“TheFairfield Toadstool Club”, Art McBreentellsa
touching and humorous story about acouplewho enjoy
fungi and wishto attract the company of like-minded folks
by creatingamushroom clubintheir towninthe 1920s.
It'sfun reading about their eventsand activitiesahundred
yearsago and knowing that at |east afew of our ancestors
werea so kindred spirits.

In*Fungainthe Spotlight (findly!)”, Sarah Del_ong-
Duhonwritesabout how fungi havefindly attracted
enough attention inthe scientific community to garner their
own kingdom, “Funga’. Shediscusses some of the history
that hasled to thisaccomplishment, including aconnection
totheUniversity of lowa. Plus, shenotestherolethat
mushroom clubs (including the North American
Mycological Association and even our own PSMC) play
inbringing fungi tothelarger community’ sawareness.

In*“How Now, Choose COW”, Loulwa Soweid
nominates Laetipor us sulphureus (half of lowa’schicken
of thewoods duo) for lowastate mushroom. Why
nominatejust the one specieswhenit and L. cincinnatus
areequally tasty?- onereasonisbecause L. sulphureus
ismoreattractive! Shemakesagood point and | agree.
When towering up an old treetrunk, pristinegold and
orange sulfur mushrooms could easily bethe most
attractivefungusinlowa.

(cont.on pg. 10)



The Fairfield Toadstool Club

OnJuly 15, 1920 thefollowing announcement appearedin
the Society column of the Fairfield Daily Journd: “ The
Toadstool Clubwill meet Monday, July 19" at 7 p.m.
sharp, not 7:15 or 7:30, but 7 0’ clock. Anyonewishing to
joinisinvitedto attend.” Theclub wasthebrainchild of Dr.
J. Fred Clarke, himself aproduct of theAgassiz
Association, anational society for nature study that
flourished in the 1880s. Given hising stence on punctuality,
you might take Dr. Clarkefor something of amartinet, but
hisfollow-upintheriva Fairfield Tribuneaday later
(Unique Club Has But Two Members, HasBeen in
Existencefor Thirty Years, Will Expand) revealsalighter
Sde.

“Each member,” hewrites, “holdssevera offices. Thereis
the (1) president, curator and librarian, and the (2) vice
president, secretary and treasurer.” In other words, Clarke
and hiswife, theformer MdindaClapp, unfalingly
referenced in the manner of thetimesasMrs. J. Fred
Clarke. “ The club has had thirty meetings (which) beginin
April and continue until thelast agaric comesout of the
frosty groundin November.” Sound familiar? Hereassures
usthat “Themembership so far hasnot been reduced by
poisoning,” and concludeswith, “Obey theimpulseif you
fed it.” Indeed.

TheToadstool Clubfirst cameto my attention while
reading Susan Fulton Welty’sAFair Field. It got only
brief mention but | loved the quirky-sounding nameand
thought it must’ ve been tongue-in-cheek. Apparently
though, thiswaswhat they were called back then; usage of

by Art McBreen

Fairfield downtown around 1920. It
appearsFairfield had acar club -
why not aToadstool Club?
m] Photo provided courtesy of

| Jefferson County Heritage:
| https.//jeffersoncountyheritage.org/

the word toadstool peaked around 1900. Mushroom, on
theother hand, redlly didn’t seesmilar popularity till
recently, so theformer wasjust the common way of
referringtofungi.

That first meeting must’ ve been arousing success,
membership “increased by 300 per cent” and awhopping
37 specieswere* collected, examined and categorized”
during theday, including enough “gay Boleti” tofill an8
quart peck, which “theladiesof the club prepared and all
membersenjoyed eating.” So what €l seexactly werethey
finding? The usua suspects, asit turnsout, though often
under different aliases. Takethe Hollow Bolete, for
instance. Dr. Clarke knew it as Bol etinus porosus; today
wecall it Quillus cavipes. Another exampleis Clitocybe
infundibuliformis, aka Clitocybe gibba. Russula
roseipesretainsits old name but Amanitopsisvaginata
apparently will soon be replaced with Vaginatae. And so
on. In 1921 aone, 26 different specieswere mentioned
and expounded upon, their scientific appellations
dependably bungled by thetypesetter.

The newspaper piecescontinuemoreor lessregularly
throughout the summer, detailing the club’sencounters
with Stinkhorns and Earth Stars, Wood Earsand Degath
Angdls, tasting and describing and lamenting thewaste of
bushelsof bol etinus because“ Americans have not
learned to utilizethem”.

(cont. on pg. 10)



How Now, Choose COW: Nominating Laetiporus sulphureus as

lowa State Mushroom

Chicken of the Woods (COW), Laetiporus sulphureus
fromiNaturaist obvservationsmadeinlowa
Taken by karsennotcarson

Whilefungi abound from the East Coast to the \West
Coast and everywherein between, when searching for a
state mushroom one often turns up empty-handed. Only
fiveUSstates currently boast them, with Oregonleading
theway since 1999 (el ecting Cantharellusformosusas
representativefungus), followed by Minnesotaover a
decadelater in 2010 (with thepopular but in my opinion
rather clichéd pick Morchella esculenta), followed by
Texasin 2021 (with Chorioactis geaster) and most
recently, Cdiforniaand Utah in 2023 (with Cantharellus
californicusand the del ectable Porcini, respectively). But
lowastill lacksastate mushroom to proudly pin up beside
our state bird (eastern goldfinch), stateflower (wildrose),
statetree (bur oak), and staterock (geode). The question
is, which mushroom deservesto be nominated?

| considered acoupledifferent angleswhen thinking about
acandidateto select. Could geographic specificity bea
deciding factor? For example, Texas C. geaster wasin
part nominated dueto itsrelative uniquenessto the state
(having only ever beenfound growingin Texas,
Oklahoma, and Japan), and | believethe previoudy
mentioned C. californicusisaCalifornia-specific fungus.
However, to my knowledge (and | conferred with much
more seasoned mycophilesabout this) thereareno
mushroomsthat we currently know of that occur solely in
lowa

by Loulwa Soweid

What about amushroom symbolic of the state? Barbara
Ching, the past president of the North American
Mycological Association, already beat metoitinour
Summer 2023 Symbi osisissue when she proposed
Ustilago maydis (akacorn smut) asthe corn state' s state
mushroom. Inspired by this, | decided to searchfor prairie-
specificfungi to highlight, bothasanodto our prairie-filled
past and to potentialy bring attentionto current prairie
restoration efforts. However, theonly results| found were
for arbuscular mycorrhiza fungi, microscopicfungi that form
beneficia symbiotic relationshipswiththerootsof plants,
including many prarieplants. Whilethey arefascinatingand
indispensable, | admitted to mysdlf that choosing fungi that
wereinvisibleto the naked eyewould probably not garner
much enthusiasmfromthepublic.

Which left meto approach thedecisionfromamore
practical aspect: mushroomsand mycology should befor
everyone, So what mushroom would appeal to both
laypeopl e and seasoned mycol ogistsaike?\What could
proudly serveas The People sMushroom, if youwill?And
after somethought, | havelanded onthe mighty and merit-
worthy Chicken of theWoods (I should clarify that | am
referring to Laeti porus sulphureus specifically, asthe
moniker “ Chicken of theWoods’ encapsulatesmorethan
one speciesin the Laetiporus genus) and am nominating it
for lowastate mushroom.

Now ontowhy:

1. L.sulphureusiseasy toidentify. Itischampioned asa
beginner-friendly mushroom for peoplelooking to Sart
foraging or smply to beginlearning about local
mushrooms. | did not want to nominate amushroom that
would bedifficult to recognize—1 want lowansto be
ableto catchaglimpseof it and know exactly what itis
they arelooking at, pointing toit and confidently
declaring”“ COW!”

2. Inasimilarvein, | would venturetosay that L.
sulphureusisabeautiful mushroom. Strikingly orange
and ydlow, amost candy-corn-like, itisafunga wonder
to behold. Whilebeing starkly eye-catchingisnot a
prerequisitefor nomination, it certainly doesn't hurt that
Chicken of theWoodsis pleasant to look at (I mean, |
appreciatecornsmutindl itsweird-growth-likeglory,

butitisrather displeasingtotheeye).  (cont.on pg. 4)



How Now, Choose COW...

Chicken of theWoods (COW), Laetiporus sulphureus
fromiNaturaist obvservationsmadeinlowa.
Taken by hleab and tgrant999

3. L.sulphureusisabundant. Whilenotinvasively
overpopulous (likethe golden oyster, Pleurotus
citrinopileatus, has been accused of being), one

(cont. from pg. 3)

sights, or was so scarcely-growing that only afew
peoplewould ever encounter itinthewild. The
easer amushroomisto find, themore people
stand to be captivated by it!

Finally, L. sulphureusisachoiceedible. Four out
of five of the current state mushroomsinthe
United States happento beedibleaswell, which
makes sense given that most of the mushroom
photos| see uploaded to Facebook identification
groupsnot only contain the question, “what is
this?’ butinvariably also“can| eatit?’ | also
believethat being ableto forage, pick, prepare,
and consumeamushroomalowsustoforma
more persona connectionwith and understanding
of thenatural world. A bonusisthat L. sulphureus
has no toxic lookalikes, so the chances of
accidentdly diningonitsevil twinarenil.

Withall thissaid, | urgeyouto consider thismushroom—

whether you refer toit as Laeti porus sul phureus,
Chicken of the Woods, or smply COW —asaworthy
contender for thetitle of state mushroom. But | will also

professthat as someonewith adeep respect for all fungi
largeand small, wild and cultivated, local and global, at the

needn’ t trek for milesto find aripe COW
specimenfrom spring al theway to early autumn.
| would hesitateto suggest astate mushroom that
wasso elusivethat it consistently evaded our

end of theday | believethat | will be content with
whichever mushroom endsup asastate representative, so
long asit ushersin further intrigue and respect towards our
fungd friends. ¥
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Across

3 The scientific term for the
remnant of a mushroom's
partial veil; it looks skirt-like

|in appearance

Down

1 | You would use this word to
describe the scent of fung
that smell like cucumber or

,kmelon rind

o

While most plants are
autotrophs, which in simple
terms means that they can
create their own food from
inorganic material, all fungi
are this term, which means
that they cannot create their
own food and need to derive
it from other sources of
|organic materials

~

| Ash boletes were thought to
hawve mycorrhizal association
with ash trees, butin
actuality they maintain a
mutualistic relationship with
this type of parasitic insect,

| which feeds on ash tree

~

| This self-taught midwestern
mycologist runs
mushroomexpert.com and
has published the extensive
field guide "Mushrooms of
| the Midwest"

F

| A root-like network of
hyphae that gives rise to the
| fruiting bodies of fungi

w

| & physical descriptor for
mushrooms that have
varying zones of color or
| texture on their caps




Funga in the Spotlight (finally!)

Surely by now, you know that fungi are neither plant nor
animal, but akingdomall of their own. Youlikely aso
know that it was not aways so. Fungi seemed rooted in
placewiththeir mycelium much liketherootsof plants,
andthiswasasmpleenough distinction fromanimalsto
warrant their initial placement in Plantae. Fungi were
considered floraby most until the culmination of arguments
advocating for the Fungi kingdom, whenin 1969, Robert
Whittaker published an 11-pagearticleproposing 5
kingdomsof life. Hechalenged both Linnaeus' s2
kingdom system (plantsand animals,) and the morerecent
4 kingdom system of Herbert Copeland, both of which
ignored the unique characteristicsof fungi. Whittaker’s5
kingdom system waswidely accepted, and whilethereare
gtill new argumentsfor additional kingdoms, thereisno
argument about fungi getting their own.

Long beforeany of thishappened, however, the
mycologist George W. Martin was probing thetaxonomy
of dimemoldsand fungi at our very own University of
lowawith T. H. Macbride (yes, that Macbride!). Dr.
Martin published severd articlesonfungal classification
that, in abig way, madethe casefor the classification of
fungi intheir own kingdom. In 1936 he published “ A Key
tothe Familiesof Fungi Exclusiveof theLichens’, then
“Outlineof theFungi” in 1940, whichwasincludedin
Ainsworth and Bisby’s*” Dictionary of the Fungi” in 1961.
In 1955, Dr. Martin published an articlecalled “ Are Fungi
Pants?’ that specificaly suggested that fungi should be
taxonomically separated from plants, outlining their
differences, and thisisoneamong severa articlesfromDr.
Martinthat Whittaker citesin histext. Thelesson hereis
this: one, you can thank one of your fellow lowansfor
advancing mycology in such acritical way; and two, these
big stridesin knowledge cannot be contributed to any one
person. Rather, weare anetwork of peopleworking
together, like mycelium, to further our understanding.

Fauna, Flora, and Funga. InAugust 2020, the

MycoFl oraProject (anonprofit focused on North

America sfungd biodiversty and conservation) was
reborn asthe Fungal Diversity Survey. FunDiSisthe
parent project for our lowaFungal Biodiversity Project.
Why did the name change? Simply put, fungi arenot flora,
and the FunDi Steam wanted to makethat abundantly
clear, and the messageiscatching on. Just recently in
March 2024, National Geographic released itsfirst ever

by Sarah Delong-Duhon

cover story featuring fungi, aswell asseverd other articles
acknowledging theimportance of Funga. Importantly, the
globa non-profit Nationa Geographic Society isnow
including the Fungi kingdominitsdefinition of wildlife,
which previoudy included only animal sand plants, opening
up grant opportunitiesfor funga researchand
conservation. Thisishuge!

GeorgeW. Martinand GiulianaFurci

Thiswas aso made possible by anetwork of people, but
GiulianaFurci, the Executive Director of the Fungi
Foundation, had abig part to play. Her Fungi Foundation
and all itsmembers have been pushing for therecognition
and proper classification of Fungafor sometime, and they
arenot doneyet. | am very excited to see what
organizationslikethe Fungi Foundation, FUnDi S, the
North American Mycological A ssociation, and evenyour

very own PSMC do next to further fungal awareness! 7



Dryads (Polyporus squamosus) “Love Them or Leave Them”

Dyads showing the pheasant back pattern.
Photo provided courtesy of Jim Frink

| alwaysknew these mushrooms as pheasant back, becase
of its pheasant feathered appearance. Another common
namefor themisdryad saddle. Lotsof folkscall these
mushroomsdryadsand sowill I. I’ m not surewherethe
namedryad saddle camefrom. A dryad issome sort of
wood sprite apparently. Dryadsweren't necessarily small
pixieseither. They might have been monsters! Inthe 1800s
Mcllvainereported thisspeciesgrowing over threefeetin
circumference and even reaching aseven and ahalf foot
circumference! Whatever wood spritewould useasaddle
that largewould haveto be scary indeed. Theforeststhat
those giant dryadsgrew in had to beamazing. Imagine
how hugethe old growth treeswereto support dryadsthat
large. So much waslost in our march to subduethe
continent.

Onatotally different note, thismay beonefungusthat |
know more about theedibility of than Mcllvaine. He
reported it astough but good if dliced thin and stewed for a
half hour. Inrecent years|’ velearned much more about its
culinary possibilitiesthanthat. I’ || sharemore about that
shortly..

Inmy early yearsdryadsreally only served one purpose
for me. That wasto avoid looking for morelsaround trees
they grow on. Dryadsmeant that the treesweretoo long
dead. | didn’t consider eating them. | thought they were
tough andweird smelling kind of likeawatermelonrind. At
aPSM C foray Damien Piper joked about stewing them
with an oldleather belt. When the belt wastender the

By Dave Layton

mushroomsweredone, but of courseyou’ d till haveto
likether flavor.

One spring Sally and | found someyoung dryadswhich
shethought Damien had called “ squamosa’. Their pores
weren't evenvisibleyet, and they wereactually quite
tender around thecap rim. | cut apieceand gaveit to
Sally tosmell. Shepronounced it “ squeamish squamosa.”
That remainsour pet namefor dryads.

Onetimel sauteed alittlebit of tender young dryad and
added afew morelsto see how the morel smight affect the
dryad'sflavor. Themorelsdidn’t helpthedryadsat al,
andthedryadscertainly didn’'t helpthemorels.

Hognosedryads. Eventheir baseisediblewhenthey’re
thisyoung.

A few yearslater | found abeautiful batch of very young
(hognose) dryadson aday when | found no morels. It
wasspringand | redlly wanted fresh fungi so dryadswere
dinner. Thistime| used the Internet which had | ots of
dryad recipes. | had noideathat they were so popular.
Something alot of recipeshadin common wasstrong
favorings, like soy sauce(sdlty) fishail, ginger, garlic, wine
and cumin. | also thought about pickled watermelon rind
and decided avinegar based sauce might be good to add.
| ended up with sauteingthemwith oliveoil, minced garlic,
whitewine, soy sauceand someHeinz sweet chili sauce
that | had to find someusefor. Theresult wasreally quite
good, especially asacondiment on steak or hamburgers.

(cont.on pg. 10)



Forays
Future Forays

Theonly officia foray planned at thetimethisnewd etter isgoing to pressisthe Mushroom Rambl e;

Saturday, May 11, 2024, 9:00 am 12:00 pm
Wickiup Hill Outdoor LearningArea

10260 MorrisHillsRoad

Toddville, 1A, 52341

Foraysare always being planned however and some pop up quickly. To learn of more upcoming eventsgo to the
PSM C Eventspage on thewebsite: hitps://www.iowamushroom.org/events

Recent Forays

Some of our more hearty membershave enjoyed midwinter foraysalready. Here are some picsfrom recent forays.
These picsand more can befound on PSMC’s Smug mug siteat: https://iowamushroom.smugmug.com/Forays/Foray-
2024. More picsand information can a so beonthe PSMC Facebook page, https://www.facebook.com/

PSM Coflowa

March 10th, Wild Cat Den State March 23rd, McFarland park
Park near Muscatine Ames

B Fresh TreeEar
& (Auricularia
auricula) an Early
L & Spring Surprise

Scarlet cupsand ant
funguscoming out of dormancy

Emerging Enoke i s ]
(Flammlina vel utipes)

Theseason'sfirstedibles, Chrysta Brainjelly (Myxarim Treebacon

though not muchof amed  nucleatum) (cont.on pg. 11)
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Coloring Page Photos

Auricularissp. (Wood Ear)
Photo by Jim Frink

Phallusrugulosus (Wrinkly Stinkhorn)
Photo by Roger Heidt

| saw this photo on Michagl Kou’'sMushroom
Expert.com: hitps://www.mushroomexpert.com/
phallus_rugulosus.html. PSMC Past-treasurer Roger Heidt
tellshow Kuogot it:

“That photo wastaken and fungus collected on
Sept. 19, 2018. | was sending specimens, photos
andfield notesto Michagl Kou for astinkhorn
project hewasdoing at thetime. It wasin wood
mulch and mixed inwith Mutinuselegans. Inal |
sent 9 collectionswith 4 different species. The
nicest wasaLysurus specieswaiting for aname,
https.//mwww.mushroomexpert.com/

lysurus species 01.html.”

Xylobolusfrustulatus (Ceramic Parchment)
Photo by Jim Frink

Roger’sstory pointstotheimportant rolethat musnroom - Amandasaysabout oneof her drawings, “AsXylobolus
S\;ﬁ:ﬁﬁ?}ds&gf Tft;itg ican play inaadingto our frustulatusisnot very colorful, I thought it would befunfor
goriung. artiststo color the background to make thefunguspop.” .



A. Flaata



From the Editor

(cont. from cover)

Inmy article”DryadsLove‘emor Leave‘em,” | share
how dryads (Polypor us squamosus) have gonefrom
basicaly ajoketo meto an attractive and tasty fungusthat
brought much joy to two of my grandchildren.

Findly, we have another coloring pagefromAmanda
Flaataa ong with very attractive photographsof the
mushrooms she chosethat weretaken by Roger Heidt
and Jdm Frink. You'll besurprised wherel first saw
Roger’sphoto. We a so have another fun crossword
puzzlefrom Loulwaa ongwiththelatestin club newsand
upcoming forays. So, Sit back and enjoy thisissue of
Symbiosis. | hopeyoufindit very atractivel ¥~

Dl’yads... (cont from pg. 6)
I’ vesincetried different combinations on the sametheme
and al weregood aslong as| kept the mushroom’sstrong
flavorinmind.

Oneof my greatest joysinlifeiswhen grandkidscome
running to meshouting, “ Grandpawefound mushrooms!”
Oneday Saly’seight-year-old grandson, Isaacand his
younger sister, Norafound atender young fist sized dryad
growing onamapletreeintheir Michiganyard whenwe
werevisting. After consultingwith Sarah, their mom, | told
them we could cook and eat that one—Oh boy!

Sarah let meusealittle cooking sherry which | combined
with soy sauce, worcestershire sauce and ketchup. The
kidsstirred thin dryad dicesinto the sauce and | put them
inapanwithalittle heated oil and butter. | cooked them
until liquid wasreduced to aglazing onthelightly browned
dices. | took thefirst diceand knew right away it would
bemy last, for therest had to be divided exactly evenly
between thetwo kids or therewould betrouble. Our
mantracould have been, “| scream, you scream, weall

scream for squeamish squamosal” 7
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The Fairfield Toadstool Club

(cont. from pg. 2)

AnAugust 5" column toutsthe club ashaving atent at
Fairfield’ sannua Chautauquagathering, predicting
confidently that “ Any toadstool brought to thistent will be
named for the collector.”

OnAugust 9" young membersLauraBeck and Mary Etta
Moss crawled into the shaft of an abandoned coalmineand
brought out astrange specimen that resembled “alarge
chocolate cream in gppearance but on section showsthe
most beautiful zoneslikean agate.” Thisnew find wasnot
inany of thebooksof the club’slibrary and specimens
weresent to“Mr. LIoydin Cincinnati, Ohio, to seeif hecan
namethisspecies.” Dr. Clarkethought it might belong to
the genus Fomes, but thisisthelast we hear of it.

Accountsthen cease until New Year’'sEve, withacolumn
about the club's*reviva supper” held the night before,
which rhapsodizes over amenu of Boletinus porosus soup,
Agaricus campestrison steak, stewed Marasmius
oreades and Pholiota marginata pie, regretting that the
club hasnot been ableto feature toadstool sfor dessert,
and putting out acall for recipes. Alas, wenever find out
whether the call wasanswered becauseit too isnot
mentioned again.

Thereareonly two morereferencesto theclub: oneinApril
of ’ 21 featuring itsfavoritewaysto prepare morels(witha
cream sauceor friedin butter), and thelast in August of

'22, againinvitingthepublictovisit their tent at Chautauqua
but thistime promising to provide expanded advice about
fungi that are harmful to crops, such as* corn smut” and
“whesat rust” . After that, the club fadesfrom the public eye;
author Welty saysthat it languished after acoupleof years,
but what exactly becameof itisnot known.

What isknownisthat for Clarkeit wasalifelong pursuit,
something hewasa so known by. In acontemporaneous
Fairfield Tribunefeature with much good-natured ribbing
titled Who'sWho in Old Jeffer son No. 35, acaricature of
thegood doctor portrayshimin hisArmy uniform, saber
hung from hisbdlt, hastening acrossafield with two
overflowing armful s of —yes, you guessed it —toadstools.
Helived for another 21 years, Mrs. J. Fred for another 25,
and it wouldn’t betoo much of astretch to imaginethat the
clubdidaswdll, if only withitstwo most long-standing
members, 7



Forays (cont. from pg. 7)

Thefollowinginformationisfromthe PSMC Facebook page:

Thankseveryonefor such agood timeat McFarland Park yesterday! The snow could not stop usfrom finding wood
ear and last year’shen of thewoods, aswell asfungi liketar crusts, carbon balls, turkey tail and s milar species, and the
less-observed crystal brainjelly. We also found the rare-for-lowa* treebacon” or Punctularia strigosozonata: https:/
www.inaturalist.org/observations/’203657704/ Morepictures here (if you have moreto add please send them along)!
https.//iowamushroom.smugmug.conv.../McFarland-Park..

ThankslowalLifefor joining uson our foray to document our hike - we hopeto seeyou againwhenit greensup! They
expect to rel ease an episode featuring fungi in October.

March 30th Draco Hill Nature Farm

Schizophyllum
commune
and cinnamon
colored

polypore.
Photos by

! Mark
2 Gromko.

A large group preparing to forage.
Jeff Patch and Glen Schwartz led over 20 people onthisforay with Jeff
leading one group and Glen leading another. Thefolksat Draco showed
great hospitdity to usand made sureno onegot lost intheir lovely
wooded aress. L ots of downed wood from meant lots of polyporesfor
foragersto discover. All theusual suspectswere present including Irpex
lacteus, turkey tailsand Trametes hirsuta plus Sereum, Trichaptumand g
cinnabar polypores. Therewerea so somelovely Schizophyllumand :
scarlet cupsfor photographers. | spotted an unusual cinnamon colored
polyporeon ahickory log that wasn't like the other cinnibars. After seeing
more picturesof it, Sarah thought it looked like Trametes sanguinea and
| agree.

Nl
il

Jeff’sgroup aso found fresh Galerina, whichisawayshandy for the“Yes
poisonous mushrooms grow onwood” lecture. Onefellow cameback
with very familiar looking mushroomsthat had us confused for about ten
seconds until thefarm owner said, “1t lookslike hefound oneof our old
shiitakelogs.” Shegracioudy let himkeep hisfind.

Glendescribing fungi
and Galerina sp.

Draco Farmswould beafun placeto visit throughout the year when aninoculatedlog

prairiegrassesare growing and thewoods are active. They aso have : that theowner
campsitesthat can berented through HipCamp online. It' d befuntotake . hadthought was
aday canoetrip from Sutliff to Draco then spend the night. 5 : spent. 6
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Prairie States Mushroom Club
2104 Holiday Rd.
Coralville, IA 52241

Prairie States

PSMC Web Site:
Mushroom Club

http://iowamushroom.org

The name “Symbiosis™ and contents of the newsletter “Symbiosis:

The Newsletter of the Prairie States Mushroom Club (PSMC)” are the
sole property of the PSMC and can not be reproduced without written
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1
3
4
5
7
Down: Across:
1. A term for the bioluminescent glow 3.

emanating from certain species of fungi.

2. Ifyou rub the surfaces of Agaricus
xanthodermus, especially at the base of
the stipe and edge of the cap, it will
brightly bruise what color?

In the Netflix series “The Last of Us,” a pathogenic
fungus infects and zombie-fies its hosts. What is the
genus name of the real-life fungus that this is based
on?

In a first-of-its-kind discovery, researchers in India
recently observed a mushroom (thought to be a
Mycena species) growing out of the skin of this
type of amphibian.

The common name for the delicious mushroom
Boletus edulis.

The name of a cobweb-like partial veil,
characteristic of fungi from the Cortinarius genus.
The filamentous structures that make up mycelium.
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